The School at the Center:
A Century of History and the Vision for the Arts



A Century of History: 308 La Garita Ave

The Boom Era (1890s — 1900s)

In 1890, Nicholas Creede discovered a massive silver vein, and the population exploded
from a few prospectors to over 10,000 people almost overnight.

The First Schools: Education in the early 1890s was makeshift, often held in tents or
rented storefronts in the areas then known as Jimtown and Amethyst.

The Jimtown School (1897): The first substantial school building was constructed in
1897. Known as the Jimtown School, it served grades 1 through 12. During this era,
Creede was one of the "wildest" towns in the West, and the school served as a
stabilizing force for the families of miners.

The Mid-Century & The Log Building (1940s — 1960s)

As the silver boom slowed into steady industrial mining, the district consolidated.

Creede School District CR-1: In the late 1940s, a new log building was constructed to
consolidate all grades 1-12 in the district, reflecting a growing population of
permanent residents rather than transient miners. The log-style school—the very
building we are now working to transform—was a point of community pride,
designed to reflect the rugged, timber-heavy aesthetic of the San Juan Mountains.
Originally, the north side was the elementary, the offices and gymnasium were in the
middle, and the Jr-Sr. High on the south.

As the population of families grew, a separate elementary school was built next door
in 1963.

3. Modern Consolidation (2000s — Present)

By the late 20th century, mining had largely ceased (the last major mine closed in 1985),
and the town pivoted toward tourism and the arts.

The New K-12 Campus: In recent years, the district moved out of its aging, separate
facilities and into a state-of-the-art, unified K-12 campus located on a large piece of
land outside of town.

The Legacy of the Log School: This move left the 1962 log building vacant, setting the
stage for its current "second act" as the future Creede Center for the Arts (CCA).



1948: Construction Begins

School Cornerstone Ceremony, August 21, 1948
3 &“"4 . 9~ - . ; ("%




1948: Construction Continues



Winter & Spring of 1949: Construction Continues



Construction Complete

Above - School Girls in 1953

Right - Written on back:

May 1951. Shows part of new school
building. Have it all modern, something
Creede is proud of.



Gymnasium - Basketball was, and is, a big deal in Creede - both

playing and cheering have been a favorite winter pastime for all who
live in this remote town. The construction of a beautiful gymnasium
was a great source of pride for residents.
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Top: Creede Basketball
team in dark trunks and
light tops. C1958

Left: 1955 State
prospecting team. L to R-
Arlin Brown, John Wardell,
Allen Duckworth, Lonnie
Rodgers, Rod Wintz, Tom
Hayden, Bill Swinehart,
Bob Wardell.



Gymnasium - Note the timbers and stage in the background



Gymnasium - With the continued expansion of the high school,

Creede built a new gymnasium next door in 1970. The old gym and

stage was converted into a library, classrooms, and meetings rooms,
with a dropped ceiling covering the log timbers.

Left: the hallway
today that splits the
gym in half

Right: the gym floor
will be restored



Gymnasium - The CCA will restore the space back into a beloved
community gathering place.



Gymnasium - The CCA will restore the space back into a beloved
community gathering place.



Exterior Spaces
will also be re-imagined









